
North Little Rock Board of Adjustment 
 

Minutes 

 

September 24, 2009 

 

 

 

The regular meeting of the North Little Rock Board of Adjustment was called to order by 

Chairman Carl Jackson at 1:30 P.M. in the Planning Office (Conference Room B). 

 

 

Members Present 

    

 Debra Roberts    

Tom Brown 

Jimmy Phillips 

Andy Hight 

Carl Jackson, Chairman 

 

Members Absent 

 

 None 

  

Staff Present  
 

 Robert Voyles, Planning Director 

Wade Dunlap, City Planner 

B. J. Jones, Secretary 

 

Others Present 

 

Don Wood, NLR Code Enforcement 

Charley Foster, 4500 Burrow Dr, NLR, AR 

Michael Marion, One Verizon Way, NLR, AR 

Vincent Insilaco, 567 Silverwood Trail, NLR, AR 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2009 

meeting as submitted. 

  

Mr. Phillips seconded the motion.   There was no dissent. 
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Old Business 

 

 None 

 

 

New Business 

 

 

 

1. BOA CASE #1431 – Mr. Charles Foster of Taggart Foster Currence Gray 

Architects representing Argenta Community Theater at 405 Main Street, legally 

described as; The north 47.1 ft. of lot 2 and the south 22 ft. 1-3/4 in. of lot 3, 

block 1, Clendenin's Addition.  The request is to allow a zero setback on the rear 

yard property line, a variance of 10 ft. 

 

Chairman Jackson stated the case number, the applicant’s name and requested 

that the applicant come before the Board.   

 

Wade Dunlap showed photographs to illustrate the applicant’s request.  He 

explained that the back property line is at the edge of the concrete and asphalt 

in the photos. 

 

Chairman Jackson asked how the adjacent buildings compared to the 

requested variance. 

 

Mr. Dunlap explained that both adjacent buildings currently have the same 

setback the applicant is requesting. 

 

Mr. Foster presented a site plan to the Board to illustrate the position of the 

adjacent Thea Foundation.  He explained the desire to preserve the historic 

building, but expressed a need to tear down one portion to allow the addition 

of the theatre.  He noted the addition of an area for both loading and unloading 

and pointed out the plan for recessed doors to prevent doors from extending 

into the alley. 

 

Mr.Insilaw wanted to explain the dream behind the project.  He explained that 

the project is a non-profit, black box theatre.  He added that nothing like it 

exists in Arkansas.  One would have to go to Dallas to see an equivalent.  It 

will be a state of the art facility, available for rentals.  He noted that any 

income from the project would be going into a scholarship fund for North 

Little Rock High School.  He reiterated that the real objective is to raise funds 

for education. 

 

Chairman Jackson asked if the hardship would be the limitations of the 

property. 
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Mr. Brown agreed that would be an adequate hardship. 

 

Ms. Roberts asked what the seating capacity would be for the theatre. 

 

Mr. Foster replied that maximum seating would be approximately two 

hundred depending on how the tables are set up. 

 

Chairman Jackson asked if permanent seating would be installed. 

 

Mr. Foster replied that there would be some on the mezzanine level, but most 

seating would be movable. 

 

Chairman Jackson asked for staff recommendations. 

 

Mr. Dunlap explained that the project had already been reviewed and 

approved by the Historic District.  Due to the fact that the adjacent buildings 

have the same setback the applicant is requesting, staff could recommend 

approval without concerns for the neighbors. 

 

Chairman Jackson asked if there is a representative present from the Fire 

Department to address firewall concerns. 

 

Mr. Dunlap replied in the negative and explained that all plans would be 

reviewed by the staff plans examiner, which would include a review by the 

Fire Marshal’s office. 

 

Ms. Roberts formed a motion to grant the applicant’s request. 

 

Mr. Brown seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

 

Administrative: 

 

 Chairman Jackson asked if Sheryl Ricker could be summoned to the Board. 

 

Upon her arrival, the Chairman wished her good luck in her retirement, thanked 

her for her service, and added that she would be missed. 

 

Chairman Jackson also wanted Code Enforcement to be aware of a recreational 

vehicle on the Waffle House parking lot that was connected to utilities, as if 

someone is living there.  He asked if that is allowed. 

 

Don Wood from Code Enforcement replied in the negative and added that he 

would pass the information on to the person assigned to that area. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT/ADJOURNMENT: 

  

Ms. Roberts made the motion to adjourn at 1:45 pm and there was no dissent. 

 

 

 

 

PASSED: _________________________ RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: 

 

 

  

               ______________________________ 

                CARL JACKSON, CHAIRMAN 

        

               

        ______________________________ 

               ROBERT VOYLES, DIRECTOR 


